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Alessandro Ferrara is Professor of Political Philosophy at the University of Rome Tor Vergata and 
teaches Legal Theory at the Department of Law of LUISS Guido Carli. He served as President of the 
Italian Association for Political Philosophy (2005-2010). 

Academic career 

He graduated in Philosophy in Italy and later, as a Harkness Fellow, received his Ph.D. from the 
University of California at Berkeley (1984). He conducted post-doctoral research in Munich and 
Frankfurt with Jürgen Habermas as a Von Humboldt Fellow and later at Berkeley again. 

Prof. Ferrara has served as Director of the Ph.D. Program at the University of Rome Tor 
Vergata between 2008 and 2012, and as Director of the School of Journalism of the same University 
between 2004 and 2010. 

He also served as Member of the National Committee for Habilitation in Political Philosophy, 
Italian Ministry of University and Education (2013–2014 and 2018-2020) and as Member of the 
National Group of Experts (GEV-14) for assessing the quality of research in Italy (2004-10). He has 
twice chaired the Panel of Experts for assessing the quality of research in the humanities in the Czech 
Republic (2010-14 and 2015-19). 

Since 1991 Ferrara has been a Co-Director of the Yearly Prague Conference on Philosophy and 
Social Science, originally founded by Jürgen Habermas in Dubrovnik in 1976 and since 1993 held 
under the auspices of the Institute of Philosophy of the Czech Academy of Science. Co-Directors 
formerly included Jean Cohen, Axel Honneth, Frank Michelman, Seyla Benhabib, Nancy Fraser, 
Rainer Forst, William Scheuerman, and currently include Maeve Cooke, Simone Chambers and other 
distinguished colleagues. 

Editorial Experience 

He co-edits (with David Rasmussen) the series Philosophy and Politics – Critical Explorations at 
Springer, and serves as editorial consultant on the board of Constellations, Philosophy and Social 
Criticism, Berlin Journal of Critical Theory, Social and Political Philosophy, Studies in Social & 
Political Thought, Quaderni di teoria sociale. 

Visiting and lecturing experience 

Prof. Ferrara has taught courses and lectured in various capacities in a number of universities and 
institutions, including Boston College, Harvard University, Oxford University, Yale University, 
Columbia University, Rice University, Cardozo Law School, New School for Social Research (NYC), 
EHESS and Sorbonne in Paris, CASS in Beijing, Sapienza University of Rome, Pompeu Fabra 
University in Barcelona, and the Universities of California at Berkeley, Madrid, Chicago, Potsdam, 
Amsterdam, Mexico City, Exeter, Manchester, Johannesburg, Coimbra, Braga, Lisbon, Berne, 
Barcelona, Dublin, Lyon III, Singapore, Milan, Tilburg, Luxembourg, Mumbai, Indore, Rio Grande do 
Sul at Porto Alegre, Mato Grosso at Campo Grande, Catholic University of Chile in Santiago, and 
Leuven. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Monographs: 

8. Sovereignty Across Generations. Constituent Power and Political Liberalism, 
Oxford, Oxford UP, 2023. 

7. with Frank I. Michelman, Legitimation by Constitution. A Dialogue on Political 
Liberalism, (Series: Oxford Constitutional Theory), New York, Oxford UP, 2021. 

6. Rousseau and Critical Theory, Boston and Leiden, Brill, 2017. 

5. The Democratic Horizon. Hyperpluralism and the Renewal of Political Liberalism, 

New York, Cambridge UP, 2014 (Spanish and Portuguese Edition also). 

4. The Force of the Example. Explorations in the Paradigm of Judgment, New York, Columbia 
UP, 2008.  (Spanish and Italian Edition also) 

3. Justice and Judgment. The Rise and the Prospect of the Judgment Model in 

Contemporary Political Philosophy, London, Sage, 1999. (Italian edition also) 
2. Reflective Authenticity. Rethinking the Project of Modernity, 1998, London and 

New York, Routledge. (Spanish and Italian edition also) 
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1. Modernity and Authenticity. A Study of the Social and Ethical Thought of Jean 
Jacques Rousseau, 1993, New York, SUNY Press. 

Recent essays in edited volumes: 

• “Exemplarität in Politik und Recht”, in K.Mertens and M.Summa (eds), Das 
Exemplarische: Orientierung für menschliches Wissen und Handeln, 
Paderborn, Brill-Mentis, 2022, pp. 295-317. 

• “Unconventional Adaptation and the Authenticity of a Constitution”, in R.Albert, 
Revolutionary Constitutionalism. Law, Legitimacy, Power (Oxford: Hart, 
2020), 155-177. 

• Os tribunais também representam: “Legitimidade pela Constituição”, Representação e 
os Tribunais, in Marta Nunes da Costa (ed.), Representação: Variações de um 
conceit, São Paulo, LiberArs, 2020, pp. 85-100. 

• “Deconstructing the Deconstruction of the Law: Reflections on Menke's «Law and 
Violence»”, in D.Owen (ed.), Law and Violence. Christoph Menke in Dialogue, 
Manchester, Manchester University Press, 2018, pp. 112-136. 

• “Curbing the Absolute Power of Disembedded Financial Markets: The Grammar of 
Counter-Hegemonic Resistance and the Polanyian Narrative”, in B.Bargu and 
C.Bottici (eds.), Feminism, Capitalism, and Critique. Essays in Honor of 
Nancy Fraser, Cham (CH), Palgrave MacMillan, 2017, pp. 167-184. 

Recent peer-reviewed articles: 
 

• “Capitalism in neoliberal times: Rethinking the left”, Philosophy and Public Issues (New 
Series), Vol. 11, No. 2 (2021): 19-34. 

• “The revolution of ‘the most reasonable’: Rawls's legacy in the 21st century”, in 

Sambashan, 2021, special issue on John Rawls (1921-2021), 21-39. 

• “The People and the Voters”, in Philosophy and Social Criticism, 2021, 47, 1, 45-53. 

• “What the controversy over ‘the reasonable’ reveals: On Habermas’s Auch eine Geschichte 
der Philosophie”, Philosophy and Social Criticism, 2021, DOI: 
10.1177/01914537211034907. 

• “Further Thoughts on A-Legality, Exemplarity and Constituent Power: Responding to Hans 
Lindahl” in Etica & Politica/Ethics & Politics, 2020, 22, 461-474. 

• ‘Authority, legitimacy, and democracy: Narrowing the gap between normativism and 
realism’, in Constellations 2020, 27, 4, pp. 655-669. 

• “A Crypto-Liberalism of Collective Self-Restraint? On H.Lindahl’s Authority and the 
Globalization of Inclusion and Exclusion”, in Etica & Politica/Ethics & Politics, 
2019, 21, 371-381. 

• “«Most Reasonable for Humanity»: Legitimation Beyond the State”, in Jus Cogens, 2019, 
Vol. 1, 1, pp. 1-17. 

• “Social freedom and reasonable pluralism: Reflections on Freedom’s Right”, in Philosophy 
and Social Criticism, 2019, Vol. 45 (6), pp. 665-674. 

• “Sideways at the entrance of the cave: A pluralist footnote to Plato”, in Philosophy and 
Social Criticism, 2019, Vol. 45 (4), pp. 390-402. 

• “Debating Exemplarity: The ‘Communis’ in Sensus Communis”, in Philosophy and Social 
Criticism, 2019, Vol. 45 (2), pp. 146-158. 

• “Che cosa è un popolo”, in Politica & Società. 2019, 2, 163-182. 

• “Come continuare a parlare di ideologia entro un orizzonte post-moderno”, in Rassegna 
Italiana di Sociologia, 2018, Vol. 59, 3, pp. 515-535. 

• “How to Accommodate Modus Vivendi Within Normative Political Theory”, in BDL- 
Biblioteca della Libertà, 2018, Vol. 53, 2, pp. 9-26. 

• “Can Political Liberalism Help Us Rescue “the people” from Populism?”, in Philosophy 
and Social Criticism, 2018, Vol. 44 (3), pp. 463-477. 
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